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By ROBERT C. SKERRETT. |

L1} E are face to face with a |
national peril. We must |
do our part to win the|

war; for otherwise e cannot llve as
a natlon—democracy would be doomed.
QOur greatest problem (s that of trans-
portation.”

Buch iz the opinlon of no lesa an

_ authority than Major-Gen. Willlam M,

Black, Chlef of Engineers, [‘nited

Btates Army, and chalrman of the re-
cently created Committea on Inland
Water Transporiasticm of the Con ool
of Nationa! Defence. Oen. Black rande
this statement last week when ad-
dreszing a conference at the Chamber
of Commerce of the State of New York,
where were gathered representatives
from all over the Empire Btate to con-
plder wuys to prompt actiom in utiliz-
ing the trafMc arteries existing in the
form of canals and other water routes
within the confines of the Common-
wealth, Continulng Gen, Black sald:

“It Is scarcely necersary to tell you
men of business what transportation
means to ths commercial life of the
country; and steps must be taken, and
those promptly, If we expect to make
the most of our national strength and
play the part cut out for us over on
tha other side, The time for talk has
gone; actlon nesv ia imperative.”

For years Americans have pointed
with pride to the network of rallwava
in this country, and, vonsidered super-
ficlally, it appesred that there was
ample warrant for this sell-satlsfac-
tion. Compared with the combined |
rallways of Europe America’'s lines |
outstrip them by more than 4n.non|
miles: to Le specific, there &8 & total
of 260,218 miles of rallroad in the
Tnited States as against Europe's com-
mercial system of 217,000 miles. ©Omn
the other hand there has been a fallure '.
to make a corresponding effort 1o im- |

0f extensive utiiization. Juet think of |

It, with our mines capable of ylelding
many mlilions of tons of fuel—now
&0 indlspensab's to comfort and to

industrial activity—our rull lines can- |

not eupply more than 40 per cent, of
the cars [laednl to handle the coal
woe should have avallnble,

“True, there Ip a limit to whar the
radlroads on thelr part can falrly be
expected to do, The cars are only
in the hands of roads moving them
something like 67 per cent. of the
time. Twenty-odd per cent. of their
service life |s that spent in the hands
of the shippers. and the remalning
¢lement of time 8 the enforced idle-
ress At crowded terminals. It Is the
corgestion theri: that cramps move-
ment to a marked degree.not only of
arriving frelght, but of the backward
tice of traMe, and, incidentally, slows
up the entire chain of transshipment
and forwardiog.

“We cannot, therefore, add to the
existing burdens of the railways, We
must seek rellef in other directions.
Fvery student of the =ubjoct knows
what delsys In fridght have aiready
meant to our merchante; and severer
stress or greater demands are bhound
to come. The railroads, to-day, are
forced to curtail the carriage of thelr
own much nedded supplies, and the
problems of upkeep, repair and even
exprnsion must e given hLeed.

“How, then, t6n the crisis Lbe met
and peril avolded? We must lexsen
the d=stm upsn the rallrouds by [n-
creusing  transportational facilities of
all kinds along other channels. We
have slighted our water routes in
the past, and far lurg and potentially
gervicenble as Lhese are, water trans-
poertution s not playing its proper
part now.

idie Ronts In Port.

“Some of the reasons for this state
of affiirs are pot eaxy to cxplain,
When New England appealed to the
Counci! of Nationn! Defence and sald

(& draft of four feev Iy the limit

tons, and was londed upon three
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going to remove themselves: [t Ik up
to us to Improve matters, Wao have
got to turn our backs squarely upon
the past and begin anew with a deter-
mination to make the most of every
helpful waterway that will mose
frelght and reduce to just that meas-
ure the tax upon the rall lnes

“It is surprising whut adaptation re-
veal¥, Things are belng done lere
now in the way of water carringe thut
would have beed left untried but oo
the upset routine of our rallwiye

“The lower Misslssippl has a mini
mum chunnel depth of elght feet and
in & goodly part of the upper reachs -
for
Loats,. And yet a towing test was
made In the latter part of July thit
rhowed what conid be done In the |
of navigational restriction. 1 refe;
to a shipment of plg lron from Shef-
field, Alu., to Peoria, I, vin the Ten-

nessee, Ohlo, Misstssippl and THinois
rivers, covering a total distance of
about 6581 miles.

“The shipment consisted nof 1200

TR
towedl by the steamer Fnterprise. The
run covered an interval
tiadly twelve davs, sand the trip was
made without sccldent anl strictis
according to schedule, except for o
slight delny at one point, where thede
was an insufMcient depth of water
Tha hoats were lightened 1o the need-
ful draft by transferring a purt of
thelr cargo to a fourth harge, Oithoy
Interests have profited bysthis exnm-
ple to start a kindred movement ¢

of subsata

| conl and Iron ore; and it is sienifican!

prove interna! witef routes here and | that many of its industries would be |
crippled, brought to a stundstill, if |

to vee them commensurately. InEurope ,'.
‘water traffic and the assoclate facilities |
have grown well nigh directly In stride
with the expansion of land carriage,
and In certaln countries, particularly |
In Germany, coordination has beﬂ'l'
compassed to un amazing degres he-
twaen water and rall haulage. Of the |
pltuation in the Unlted Btates Gen. |
Black says:
14mit to Rall Service.

“We have not attained a maximum
of coordination among our rallroads.

coal were not forthcoming quickly, the

nuthorities set about seeking relieving |

agencies, The Government officiala
were told that there were not enough
bottoms in New York to help out ma-
terinlly In carrying conl thenca by wWay
of l.ong Ixland Sound to the hard-
presscd Eastern Etites,

“We got together all the people en-
gaged In carrying coal from the metro-
politan distriet and found there were
craft In plenty—many hoats lying Idle,
S0 we went bhack to Washington and

“in

Ir truth, our railways have fallen reported the farts; hut conditions at
down under the early pressure of war, | the national ¢apltal are a bit bewllder.
and we have not yvet hegun to fight or | ing; everybody is side-stepping direct
to feel the full tide of the demands | responsibility as far as possible. To
of armed conflict, put it In the language of & keen ob-
“Certain vaw materials nesded In server there: 'They are passing the
wast quantitiea and other eommodltlulbuck in Washington so fast that you
required In immense hulk cannot be | can’t sce the buck.
moved from their snurces to pointa “The diMoulties befors us are not

|
|

that steps Are under Way to
flents of barges and tugs for 1
ireikhit traffic upen the Misslsuinni winl
its tributaries,

Barge Fleet for Steel Milis,

"1 might cite as another instance ol
this awakening the action on thie port
of the Carpegis Stee]l Compuny in U
Pittaburg district.  This coneern
erecting a greatly Increased plant o
the Monongahela, and as an adju
it nas under constructon a large fee
of barges which will be capable of han
dling 29.000,000 tona of codl and stoecl
products in the course of a year.
need not emphasize the fact that the
people managing thia vast metaliur-
gleal enterprine are not the port to en
gage !n unprofitable undertakings or
to embark In ventures that have no!
been carefully examinad .

“There has been In operation he. |
tween Kansas City and 8t, Louls for
some years a barge line that has pald
well, even though carrying freight at
rates well below those of competing

U. S. SPY HUNTS REVEAL

Thumping Radiators Reported as Se-
cret Wireless and Hoboes' Retreat
Is Rendezvous for Spies

HE Christmas number of Tue)the Federal offices since the entrance

| Si's contalned an articls in | ©f this country inte the world cn’nll'ltlct.

; . (and If the Government wers to follow
, Which the secret workings of | o 0 the suggestions mads in these

the German spy system were dealt | misalves it would ba necessary to Wn-
with und some of the methods adopted | tern upward of 100,000 Germans who
by the KFederal nuthorities for the pur- | for slight reasons have become objects

pose of combating the menace were | of suspicion among their neighbors or
explained,

| business associates,
A few of the wild goose chases that
There ls another phase of the inces- | have punctuated tha hunt for the Teu-
sant hunt for the dangerous enemy ton spy are hers sat forth, While the
alfen besides that which finds ita way rf;:ml:r of "‘:‘ U'Lm::'tg:'le;?i“,:lm
nto the news solumns. Not in seizing | should never underes .7
plotters alone does the l‘in\.'l-rnmemE;:;TIl r‘-‘:;h‘:””"l"‘3.1r':)'r;'{:‘°ih:2:
operative apend his time, but el tha ¥
h!:ur'J:n-l |:.:un)‘ a day must E..:,.:l: | matters to the attention of the publle.
Investigating rumers that event- | They point out that many persons con-
ually prove to he without foundation, {;;uf -ur;:rlﬂor:n -"1!:]!:‘ :;l:e:j:;:’::;lmi‘f:
Home of the matters which the Secret eir ¢ 4
Service and the Department of Justice | ::'. l:'[_::"r‘:: ;‘; ":':'“" ‘ii“’:’hrl:.’;“g;ﬁ':
are called upon (o Inquire into are 0 f \prowin
rl;dlcututu. ;ud even fln l':nu n“.lll.?:l:‘ll:';tr‘tﬁ;: u;:nrncogr::m:ru::ﬂﬁ
times provide humor for the men en- 5
gaRed In the search for hostlle sples. that it is Imposslble for the operatives
It must needs be that times of gen- | 10 take any action at all,
eral apprehension produce many fa.. Shortly after the outbreak of the
alarms, Hundreds of people dally pour WAr & nervous f‘“" “]I';‘:r;o::‘ ‘(‘.
suspiclons into the ears of the ltdllK““" Chief Assistant Un aten
of Superintendent Willlam M. OMey of | Attorney, on the lelrnh?nn and ) in=-
the Jocal bureau of investigation of the | formed him that ik secret German wire-
Department of Justice or those of the . Jess plant was concesled In his uptown
r;lembem of United Btates Altornu’ill::l:lﬂt“ﬂll hn::!- P"lr'g:u:&?m sald,
‘rancis (L Caffey's wstafy, Daily | while trying read, n an-
Thomas D, McCarthy, United States | noyed by the sounds of a telegraphlo
Marshal for thes Southemn District of | instrument which he judged to be of
New York, finds a line of men and | ETeRt power.
women walting at his office to report| Tha man told how he had Iald In
to him casen which they belleve merit [ his bed one Sunduy morning and had
immediate action and to ask for the |distinctly caught certain fragments of
internmeiit of certain Teutons, a communication in the Morse tele-
Anonymous letterd suggesting that | graphic code, He admitted that he had
this or that person be seized as a dan- | only besn able to get what resembled
'.mf' alien enemy have flooded all of & letter here and \uw'. but he was

| niclous plot,

!

a Teuton epy was sending messages
of great moment to his Kaiser.

8o Inslstent was the man and
positive that a Government operative
was Immediately detalled to visit his|

3 ]

apartment and awalt the suspiclous|”

sounds which the flat dweller sald o 1
curred generally in thie early morning

The CGovernment agent reached the
flat about daybreak and took up his|
post where the complainant sald the
spy cods could best be heard. Hes no-
ticed that the house was extremely
chilly.

Presently the strange gounda came.
Thers was no doubt but that they re-
sembled the workilnga of some por-
There would bn soveral
loud rapa in rapid succession; then a
lull, and within a few seconds another
outburat, Tha flat dweller was in a
high state of excitement.

“Listen,” he whispered,
Morase code.”

But tha Department of Justice agert
was giving much of his attention to o
rapldly Increasing warmth In tha at-
mosphere, He folt of the steam radin-
tor already half heated and eald to the
flat dweller:

“I judge that your janitor usunlly
jacks up his fires at about this time.
Hereafter if the noisea In your steams- |
pipes bother you you had better send
for a plumber." |

According to Supt. OfMey the most |
extravagunt assertion was mude by a
citisan who reported that a Germun |
of his acquaintance was carrying
about with him a “vest pocket wire-
lem" of clent power to send com-
munications to Berlin. This wonderful
{nstrument, the citizen told Mr. Offley,
was #0 small that it possessor wus
able to carry it about In A watch ease,
and yet It was supposed to possess thie |
power of the whole Bayville plant. |

Several partly demented men nnd
women have reported to the officials
that secret wireless Instruments In

“it's the

-

| borith should destroy thelr proparty,

kuumn gun base, that concrete tommh.-J

radlr .

ttie condition than when shipped o system of canals costing something |
rd it is =ald that water car- more than $164,000.000; and that traf-
effected on this run about as fic network can be made to play a
julekly as by rall. great part in winning ultimate victory.
it past  water lnnspﬁruuon| “There are those that may be dis-
companlon have generally been weak | posed to hemitate mimply becauss they
| hy no means aggressive | think the rallroads after the wur w:ll{

l us nesE, nor, a8 i class, are | be able to tneet our normal require-

' voug o dute i thelr methods | ments. This Is a short slghted view
in  their attitude of the prollem. The Government will
As we know, the |certuinly see to It thut the water
i ve not hesltated to scrap | routes shall not be throttled by rail
[ ' from time to time to Keep  competition hereafter; and once well
march of mechanical de- | established canal carriage, &g, will

tin the other hand, we | hold its own.

. many of our Inland water- | “ghippers have hesitated to pledge
. of craft which often are | fraight unt!l boats were in sight or
fern than the state of the | definitely promised for the carriage of
t i 1830 |lholr commodities, They naturally
i Leats Inck watertight com-, have walted for the ooming of u satis-
vnts; they are deficient in equlp- | factory service and the assurance of

pubilie.

et andd ure without needful present attructive rates. In short, we are

ituress anid nevordingly the ma- | aither to take a long step forward in

y irance rates gre high, These jmuroving the Internal movement of |

mingd which can be and the nation’s frelght or to lose a won-

arrectied.  In brief, almost gerfyl opportunity to back up our

K Lo water transporiatloh fghting men abroad and to make our-

nriy 1.. nnid these can be done  gaives doubly strong and At Lo meet

dav wity Af there be a determined g0 commercial demands of a world

« n to develop fleets of CATEO | trade that the future will surely offer
carilers for our internal waterways. | .

S f*om a financlal point of vlew, “Of course, presrnt success and

st be founded on & natural need, | future eMelsncy will depend upon the

amd then developed to meet that de- |

hullding of economical water carriers,
To this end the Government has been |
carrying on for some time a series of
maodel testr in the experimental basin
at Washington hiaving for its nnd the
determination of the hest types of self-
propelled boats or barges for scrvice
upon our interior waterways, both

atural and artifivisl
“Weo know now just whit cross sec-
thess "m.por““o“];; |tlons wre most desiruble for tliese
|rr.l.tt in relation to their cargo capaci-

mnnently.
i thut investa In A water
Wi system, properiy based

i pu
vy -

ad oft nily buflt up, puts his money
LNl and lielpful enterprise.
1 v reeson in the world why
| I not 1ie uble to achieve quite
ns kome of the European )
in uiilizing thelr natural end |
e artteld inlend water routes.
" have

.,_'III;E' 5 :.:M‘ l_f': p“r:,:”l‘nha oﬁmng | ties, apeed of movement, the physical |
I am sitisfled that the Gf)wrn'm.:;u characteristics of the channels, and |

eMcient driving or towing, us the case |
may Dbe, That is to say, the tank
trisnls Lave estublished the best forms
and wizes for thess boatx and linve |
Waterwaye Shoald Be Used. likewise determined the minimum of
“Ilie Germang have alwavs sneered Propultive energy needed to meet
toum atdd have freely sald that we varyving demands, TLin bears directiy
coulil not Le dnduced to act together | upon the prime question of cost of
A% @ Batlon.  Fhail we not show the service |
(138 it We are copable along all The port of New York can maintain
lines of efficiont action, organization  Its commercial supremacy in North
and eoordination America only by utilizing to tha full
“T'o sy thls the men of New York  every waterway that can be turned 1o
State most ghow their willingness to | account. Just how blg & handicap it
embarlt ngain, &8 thelr forefathers 414, | labors under now can be grasped by

ndk 1en

I¥ 1o help out In every rea-
v Uf private Initletive will
If way

¥ L |
e !

thint

in the creatlon of & numerous fotilla {an examination of the metropolitan
of wnier earriern. One-tenth of the | waterfront
nation poptiiation lives within the Crowded frelght cars, surcharged

Inieed, it seems that the | Empira State; the people of the Com- | plers and heavily Iaden barges and gEven if the canal trafMe should be onls
te dduilver the goods at destination | monwealth have built or modernized | lighters are the visible evidences of |21, per cent. of the rail movement

congestion, but m!les back along the
rndways, upon sidings and even upon
sorely needed trunk lines stand thou-
sands and

tins by rall from Newark to Jersey
City and thence to transshlp or forward
te Manhuttan or Nrooklyn. A waler
routs to Newnrk makes it possible to
accomplish the through journey In a
few hours, and yet this line of least
resistance Is comparatively little used.

Way to Relleve Rallroads.

It has been pointed out that motor
trucks could he profitably employed
within a radiue of twonty or thirty
miles from the State's canal terminals,
Indecd A merchant in Waterviiet, ind-
ing it Impossible tno ship his eteel
products westward, finally delivered
his goods In Buffalo by motor truck,

thanks 1o tha fire macadam roads
along tha way., As he described it,
“Rail conditions were awful and 1

, saved money by sonding the frelght as
o L Al

This can easily hs realized whan It
Is recalled that one rallroad alone
lasued 1.6800 embargoes upon various
rorts of freight.
ftances it isn evident that the BState
waterways must he made the mast of,
leat shippers find matters even worze
in the months te come,

Gen. W, W. Watherspoon, speaking
at the vecent conference, declared that
“fully 20 per cent, of the frelght mov-
Ing aeross the Stute of New York will
have to ba carried by water even when
t bacames practicatle to run the raill
Imas ofMioiently at their maximum ci-
pacity, Oir, to put it in other termas,
the proper of the barge canal will
release I1alf a milllon cara,

“What |s the potential frelght situn-
tion In the State of New York?T As
far bark as ten yeurs ago 11,700,000
tona ¢f coal were moved and used
within ths RBtate. A short rall haul of
150 miles will bring from Pennayl-
vania's mines coul to one of the links
of the harge canal svatem. The one
thing needful to facilitate this essen-
tinl traMe Is a sultalile fleet of boats
Wiilla our own peaple heg for fuel
and the pupply {5 low thousands of
tons are shipped dally by water to
Montreal.

“As all of us know, the barge canal
was primarily undertalen to move
freight from the grent lakes to the
Atlantie seaboard; but 1 can see no
reason why a great deal of the State's

ey

MANY WILD EXAGG

certaln that from some flat above him ' |

tion which the Teuton agent is sald to |
have Iaid hers for use in mounting big !
siege guns should the German plans
triumph and the German armies ba
able to obtain a foothold on Awerican

. nvlghborhoods wers keeping them
t night. Every strangs and
ble sound has been inter-
them as an Indication that
re surrounded by hostile splea

ko ¢

Lhey wi

A womnan mentally unbalanced told | soil.
Mr. oy that her delicatessen dealer| The finvasion of Belgium brought
wits It halidt of polsoning his ¢ood.i fortli many accounts of such founda-

wl vir a German disaster was an- | tions lajid years In advance by the

uneed, Hhe declared that she hldlnpwtlcs of Kultur for their Instrus
Il seyveral times by eating | ments of destruction, and readers of
inked in his shop. | these accounts hiave In many instinces,

A report that cuused the ofMelals to | been ready to witneas tha duplication
roay o laughter was made very re- | of this scheming in every sirange
contly following the melzure by the cellar flooring that they might dis-
Ciovernment of the oMces and bullding  cover, More than 100 reports by leiter,
of the Hamburg-American Line at 45 | telephone and In person of these sup-
by Murshal MeCarthy, who | posed gun bascs have been recelved by
vl the taking over of the Federul agents here since last April. |
! «. was called on the telephone’ nti In every caso the matter has been
i office by & man who refused to give | investigated and, according 1o Mr,

bievn e
fund pla

Wil

Wis nome bt who asked If the Federal | KKnox, has been thoroughly explained,
lnvestigntors  had found wany targe | Federal oMcers have called upon eom-
metnl £teins on the roof of the steam- ! plainants who have taken them into
whin hesdquartera, their eollars, pounded upon the floor-

When answered in the negative he | ing with cunes and called thelr atten-
sl “Jdnust ws I thought; they've had ' tlon to “the solld sound"” They have
them romoved, He proceeded to ex- heen shown every manner of ruin and

pluin thut the heads of the Hamburg-
Americun Line last spring had been |
confident that Germany would launch |
early nevinl attacks at New York and
other Amerlean eitfes, Fearing lest a

uncompleted structure, Cenerally,
they say, the suppnsed base proves to
be ths remnant of some structure long
torn down or burned.

In popularity this particular rumor
{s rivalled by the spy prendezvous story
which Is continually being related to
the official llateners by excited and
breathless persona.

“There |8 a vacant houss In my
nelghborhood,” the visitor at the Fed.
eral office will say. “Frequently I
hear sounds aa 1 pass it, I have seon |
strange men lurking about (t, and I’
know that they gather thers at times |
to discuza plota.” l

*The next time you know tham to|
gather there call the police,” the Fed-

the line ofMeinls had caused a large
number of great metal beer steins,
whivh lad prevously been used an
oriments In thelr ofMees, to be placed
on the roof, It was expected, he ds-
claredd, that & ‘Teuton alr man,
gerlng these, would recogmize thelr
slgniticancs and spare the bullding.
Thig story gained wide clrculation
among persons ingthe neighborhood of
the Haumburg-American Line Bullding,
1t esvien found a few bellevers among a
claps thit s ready to accept anything | eral oMcial will tell his Informer,
attebited to German agenis as pos- A few days later the police enter’
wihle, upon the scene, They surrnund the |
A subject around which many of | supposed splen' nest and foree one of
thess wild rumors circulate is the|its doors. They discover a few u;.m[

i

thousands of loaded cars. |
It tukes many davs to move commod]- |

Under the elreum-

should not logically be transported by ' houses for grain, They could get mare
for this serviea than they could by

ing thin vesssls to move graln by
wny of the barge canal. In other
words, tha port here Ia in need of sl
vatoe facilities,

“By n recent act of the State Legls-
| lmture rillreada are now required 10
| prorate with water trafic, and thus 1o
| give the shipper the combined henefiis
| of the twofold means of reaching the e "
desired destination most economicall; Government Will Melp.
Tut 1t i= not & question merely of
vuts for the harge canal svatem and
e fullest utilizoation of thosa water.

|meross the State the roiads would b i

| suved the earriage of 4500000 1o wuvs to relleve the demands upon the
[ duriag the 220 days of open muyvigop Tl EoaE it in equally ess:ntlal to

tho most of Inside rottes rxtand.
from Boston Lo the metropal
g =autheard, and via the Dela-
Itaritan, the Che=apaais
vl Diloware Canals and Chesapeais
v, ta Norfolk and Newpoart Neep
Barge Canal's Capacity. b It fs possibla thus ta mave enal
The movement of frelght from the from the Virgini and West Virginia
great lakes Jast year amounted to 17.- n'nes, 1o expedite cargoes of fumler
000,000 tons, and under fuvorable con- il 1o hasten the dellvers of other
ditions ths bulk of this takes its course nhiucts and foodstuffa.  New Yord
across New York State by rail. A biz borbor, as a focal polnt of rail con.
part of this consists of graln, coal n#l ¢ 1

annaally; but this estimate of ot i lie
tinl service ls a low one, and the canal
system can he counted upon to hnmih yeneil :
20,000,000 torm of freight when suf Aare Bl
Aclent up to date cruft ure provided”

ntration, can ha vastly relieved by
iron ore. It commoanly follows the [lhe Wline tntn service these n“'-“"l!' and
of least resistance, that Ia lowe s ificin] waterways.
rates, e, ek assured his audisnee the
Flght years ago of American grown O1N0r day that the UG\""““‘“—'“E would
gruin 5 per cent. ofsthat sent abropd '70ke it possible for barge bullders !
went by way of Montreal, and onty 5 F't their lumher, steel, &c., with all
per cent., was exported vin the port (f TUNEOTE despatch by giving ship.
New York, That was becatse discpln. T00ta al those materials priority. This
Inatory raliroad rates turned the tue 0308 0 Bhe help i:'\ view of the gern-
of this traMc through Conada. A ro- * itlon dn tha supply ""lf"f-_'
versal of the movemant was later nf ul o common dificulties encannt-
fected when a change of rales was crediin Tniving freight moved prompt's
tablished and New York then hapai '« desired destinations
75 per cent. of the outgoing native '\ tA avaLiable. car shotitgs
grain g conlil ba measureably lessensd.  Are
This point 1s of prosent Interest ¥a. 'Y (2 WARLANIRIRIALS COPRENING
cause, as Gen, Watherapon explained oo sslun there wax a shortage of
1he ARIPPAT CAR: NOW Kot FatiNgartary So a0 cirs during November. Gen
rafl and water rates thrmlv.- 1 Wotlierapoos i, confident/that: Sl isse
| B . > V. > thie roe ¢ P e waterwn!
tination, and the barge canil pr! . .n. nal ._n,d LN 'r, ,.,.'
cally *susceptible of furnishing 1l e nlona would releasns 40

e

. N

T 1 by & ' | r
vasiert ind the qulckest route for = fish ‘_. ll‘l?l ,.,I k'r, :’:I!?:Ln11::-":;: r:.
shipmenta, For instanee, normally 1 S FoneGe :;,..| " '
average rall time from Buffalo to N w A tiro oRerornied Witk & cies
York Is eleven days for freight. “the e o immediate action, This
Barga Canal could render thoe same . 4 not @ canal conferance it
service in seven days, and the goods o o000 soenee of surh "h".-P".Hl"
for export could be brought rielt |, o

oomerely in tha passage of high
alongside the ocean steamer no - 2 L

: ndips resolutione. 11 is tha firet
te rI where sho m.L::h_l s within the 4on tua plan for active Clovernments
limits of the port of New York conperatlon in a great Sinte preoisct

Lighterage and the doplication of

S the Targe ¢anal has demon-

handiing could thus ba ellminnted or

ostrategie value, for nniy »
reduced to a ngnimum, Inasmuclh a WK BRO Soma thiry sl
there are 6,303 manufacturing coneer: ] TWO e SWeepers
alung the routes of the State burge yvomber of nave lannehes, bl in ths
canal system it s evident that thi= Wost, penelind the Atlantic caast ynder
means of transportation could handlo thelr own power by this ronte 1t s
high clas= freight, tiow in erder to show eonclusively the

Gen, Black in describing hew the cotimer il worth of the waterway.

Government officials discovered 114t Government Aigures disclose that a
there were many barges Iving e ‘on of freight ean be moved a mils ™

that might have carried conl from the
port of New York to New Ingland .

were employed. As & matter of fuc:

thelr owners found It profitabla tofcconamy

1 not explain how a large part of them
rm:i_-f__v.hi'-h s now moved by rall | utilize the boats as floating store- | urzed

floors. Buch affalrs as this have oc-
curred frequently in the outlylng dis-
tricts where old deserted houses offer
the weury vagabond a haven of rest,

An  unsolved mystery (nvariably
gives rise 1o u number of wild re-
ports. When {r was stated that Gor-

min submarines hud been Informed in
some unkrown manner of the mlling
of the first conutingent of
troops a man of German birth who
had taken out paturallzation papers
told @ story at o public meeting which
greatly exclted Lils listeners,
persons prevatled upon bim to report

the matter later to Joseph BRaker,
Superintendent OfMes's ehlef ald, It
was {n substance ay follows:
Newport, 1L 1. according to tha
man, wis connceeted by eable with
tha Gerinan Fmplre, and It was In
this way that the news of the

parture of the first
trangmitied, The merchant submarine
Deutachland was =ild ta have ladd
this cable secretly on its Iask wvisit
to this country '

The tmposxibllity of a submarine
accomplishing o0 enormous a task as
the laying of a trans=-Atlantic
never occurred 1o the German Ameris
can or to the persons whom he
stirred with his narrative.

As wild a chase us Government agents
wera ever sent on took plave two

troop ships was

months ago, when an antomobile full |

of Federal officors went (o the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural Tistory for

the purpose of seizing a lecturer who |

wiis reported to be making eeditious

utterances, in the course of lectures |

wlhich he was delivering under the
ausploss of the Board of Education.
A Government sienograpber took a
seat near the front of the publie lec-
ture hall in the museum bullding
where she could take notes without be-
Ing obwerved by the speaker, An oM.
clal of the olles Department in plain
clothes seated hitnself where he might
ald the Federal authoritles If resist-

Ltnllpo enjoylng a siesta on the hard Lu“ were offered.
1

ERATIONS

American |

Beveral |
dir- |

cable |

water at lesn than one-eightl: tha e
of transportation by rall,  Thia fas
opens 4p a fraltful Neld for enterpriss
nid A muagnifcent opportunite for that
which s ®o peraistent’

ABOUT PLOTS

Innumerable Reports Reach Govern-

ment and Practically All Are

Investigated Forthwith

An the audlemca gathered n wioll
known Federal ofMelal remuarhed 10
another member of his party, 1 can's
conceiva of sedition belng preachicd (o
this crowd, It is Impossible ™

Nevertheleses the Governpent's
agents decided to find aut what 1
was to the report that they had 1
ceived, and they seattered about e
large audience

The appearance
further dumpenecd
pirrty. He ¢id not look like the »
ing, raving radical that the ofll e
had been told of, but quite the o
eite.  He proceeded to delve doop 1100
subjects sclentific and historicn), w»
never an alluslon to the present o
nationul situation,

After forty-five minutea of wuch
emanations, throughout which W
Government stenographer misesd o
A word, the lecturer had at least
high Federal ofMcial sound asleep und
severnl more giving evidences of
drowsiness. Tha police official tnak Hia
| medicine and sat through the tnlk '
the end, after which the entire ol 1)
party left the museum in somow!nt
| irritabls frame of mind over the g
arrest which had fallen through,

There have been many rumored nr-
rests which never took place, German
cafe and restaurant proprietors o
been seen leaving thelr places wiih
strange men, and thelr customery hve
inferred that they had been arro-:o |
As purely ur a Teuton business misn
has been missing from his oflon
cause of lliness or for any other @
| mon for any unusual length of e

rumor has hud him on Ellis Talind

Mr. Knox relates the case of a vicr-
man in his own nelghborhicod who bhus

of

tha urdor o

the lect

Li e

cver bret undeor the slightiest suk

polon by thie anthoritles, bhut who has

v thn subject of persisient fntern:

t es, Mo says that o teighbe?
1 thiat Yo “knew for & {0t Ul
lils tianit bagd been arresied, when M7
X Ltow most certainly that Hie had
von touched,

P lires offlces. hotels 1A 88
iia whiere peopln g er B
nhors, are hotbeds {or falss

v Auy sudden disagppes: 0o i

n vs evidence that ihe missng

n hina been discovered o o
with the German (love

Tonlish requests delyge all 1he Fetr

I eftices.  Porsons ask to have f287

wans nterned because of peircnE
mrreles with them.  Twn ciermant
pveren b whispers In o pu I hd
nd o spy. plot s immediat si18e

poctid and roported ta tha O

ment operatives; yet what s !
Inaturnl than thiat Teutons spenk! d §
anly o hosile tongua shoull lowar
their viloes when talking in ¥
"1 followed o Cierman lase vl B
A e ported recantly to Marshal M0e
vily, tand T found out wiere b
. Mo looked araund Fusg by
sl g, and 1T thinlk that han o
| SOPeAROn o fenr mrivst Uil giv®
i uddress and you van inierN
m riahit away.”
Don't you supposs any one woul

Gt ovon puspiciogsly if he f”':‘-'.

o following him?® the  Marshsd

phhied

Mo thin publie aMelrIR express et

« mwneh Information of (naTe

H Amibleunis, VARHS a! feives

toplaints, however, are i of

y indrance than & help to tho < v#704
ment's spy huntera,

A




